
1 | P a g e  
 

November 7, 2018:  Septic to Sewer Conversion Program: Decision Points for City 
Council to City Attorney and City Staff to draft Ordinance for December 5, 2018 
Council Meeting 

First Proposed Motion: 

To direct the City’s Attorney’s office to bring back amendments to Chapter 15.10 of the 
Bend Municipal Code, General Sewer Regulations, to establish a city-wide septic to 
sewer conversion program. The intent of the program is to facilitate sewer extensions to 
the approximately 2800 homes city-wide currently on septic in a systematic manner, as 
funds are available and allocated.   

A. The City Manager is authorized to develop a program to solicit and receive 
applications from property owners who wish their neighborhood or street to be 
considered for a neighborhood sewer extension project. Application approval will be 
based on the following:  

• Cost of the neighborhood sewer extension project, including design; 

• Total number of homes or properties to be connected to the public sewer 
system from the project; 

• Whether other City construction projects are planned for the street(s) 
identified in the application; 

• The percentage of property owners who would be served by the 
neighborhood sewer extension project who have joined or signed onto the 
application; 

• The percentage of property owners who would be served by the 
neighborhood sewer extension project who have petitioned for the project 
and committed to connecting to the public sewer system upon project 
completion; 

• The age of existing on-site sewer systems that would be replaced by the 
proposed neighborhood sewer extension project and evidence of failing 
on-site sewer systems; and 



2 | P a g e  
 

• Other factors established by the City Manager. 

B. Applications will be considered at least annually, based on these criteria and 
existing funding allocated by the City Council, by a committee of 1-3 councilors with 
staff designated by the City Manager, EIPD and the City Engineer.  

C. The septic to sewer conversion program set forth in the Bend Code shall also 
contain the following elements: 

1. Connection to Public Sewer for Neighborhood Sewer Extension Projects. 

• Property Owners who initiate a Project Application for a Neighborhood 
Sewer Extension Project must provide a binding commitment to hook up 
to the sewer system if their street(s) are chosen for a Project. Connection 
required upon Notice of Operational Completion of Project and owners 
must pay connection fee, SDCs, and all other associated permit fees. 

• Other properties: Hook-up to the system by properties served by the 
Project along their street frontage is also required if (1) an existing on-site 
septic system fails/need repair (requires a County OAR 340 Division 71 or 
73 permit) or (2) the property owner applies to the City or County for any 
improvements adding capacity to the dwelling or to the existing septic 
system (which could be a subdivision of the property, an ADU, additions to 
the property, etc.); Hook-up required upon Notice and includes payment of 
connection fees, SDCs, and all other associated permit fees. 

2. Properties with frontage along a City CIP project.  (See Council Decision 
Points). Payment of SDCs, connection fees, and all other associated permit fees 
required.  

3. Incentives. Property owners who connect to the public sewer system within one 
year of notice of Project completion will receive a 50% reduction in connection 
fees. 
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4. Customer Assistance.  Customer assistance shall be provided for connection 
fees through the city assistance program for qualifying property owners required 
or requesting to connect to public sewer. 

“Qualifying” means those property owners whose income is at or below 80% of 
the area medium income for the household size based on the most recent HUD 
calculation available (US Census Bureau’s ACS estimate for Bend, Redmond, 
OR MSA); or senior citizens over the age of 62 and disabled persons who meet 
the income qualifications of the City’s customer assistance program.  

 

Additional issues for direction for code drafting:  

1.  CIP/Interceptor Projects. 

• SE Interceptor stubouts.  Pay SDCs only. Is connection required, and if 
so, timeline? 

• Other CIP Projects: Pay Connection fees and SDCs.  Is connection 
required, and if so, timeline? 

2.  In addition to C(1) for “other properties”, consider requiring connection at 
time of sale of any property along frontage of public sewer line (BEDAB 
advocacy subcommittee and septic to sewer committee members 
recommended). 

3.  Note: Did not include the factor of qualifying in selection for neighborhood 
sewer extension project (the percentage of property owners in the project 
area whose income is at or below 80% of the area medium income for a 
family of four based on the most recent HUD calculation available (US 
Census Bureau’s ACS estimate for Bend, Redmond, OR MSA), or are 
qualifying senior citizens or disabled persons).  Issues: staff time, workload, 
and property owner personal information for area that might not be selected. 
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Second Proposed Motion:  To authorize City EIPD staff to take the steps necessary to 

prepare bid documents and to proceed to construction on the Simplicity/Nottingham 

pump station decommission project.  

 

 


